
1

World Green Building Council
Transforming The Construction Industry

Through Member Councils Internationally

Nigel Howard
VP LEED & International

Hands up if you believe in the need for
continuous economic growth
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Hands up if you believe in the need for
continuous economic growth

Green Building Councils do too!

The World used to be FlatHands up if you believe in the need for
continuous economic growth

Keep your hands up if you believe that the earth
is flat and extends infinitely in all directions
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Environmental Impact of Buildings

•• 39% of US Primary Energy consumption39% of US Primary Energy consumption

•• 38% of total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions (27% come38% of total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions (27% come
from transport)from transport)

•• 52% of total U.S. 52% of total U.S. Sulphur Sulphur Dioxide emissionsDioxide emissions

•• 136 million tons of construction and demolition waste in the136 million tons of construction and demolition waste in the
U.S. (U.S. (__ ton per person/yr) ton per person/yr)

•• 12% of potable water in the U.S. (143 gallons per12% of potable water in the U.S. (143 gallons per
person/day)person/day)

•• 40% (3 billion tons annually) of raw materials use globally40% (3 billion tons annually) of raw materials use globally

BUILDINGS BUILDINGS –– the 40% sector the 40% sector

AND Green Building Council Members Get It!AND Green Building Council Members Get It!

World Green Building Council

Founded in San Francisco
1999

US Spain Japan Korea
Canada (UK)
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Objectives of
World Green Building Council

• To assist Green Building Councils to form
and transform their own markets

• To share information on successful
strategies for market transformation

• To have a collective voice in international
affairs and in fund-raising

• To develop a common understanding on
difficult issues
Some of these Councils may want to

 license LEED from USGBC
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Members
Australia - Green Building Council of Australia (www.gbcaus.org)
Maria Atkinson, Executive Director (info@gbcaus.org)

Canada – Canada Green Building Council (www.cagbc.org)
Alex Zimmerman, President (info@cagbc.org)

India - Indian Green Building Council
Sundaresan Raghupathy, Senior Advisor (s.rahupathy@ciionline.org)

Japan – Japan Green Building Council (www2u.biglobe.ne.jp)
Takatoshi Ishiguro (green_building@msa.biglobe.ne.jp)

Mexico – Mexico Green Building Council
Cesar Ulises Trevino, President (utrevino@green-building.biz)

Spain – Spain Green Building Council
Aurelio Ramirez-Zarzosa (zeta3@caminos.recol.es)

United States – US Green Building Council (www.usgbc.org)
Rick Fedrizzi, President & CEO, (rfedrizzi@usgbc.org)

World Green Building Council
Austin Texas – November 2002
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World Green Building Council

US Canada Australia Spain
Japan Korea India Mexico
(Taiwan) (Brazil) (Israel) (UK)
(France) (Hong Kong) (South Africa) (UAE)
(China) (Taiwan) (Italy)

World Green Building Council
Sydney Australia – August 2003
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World Green Building Council
Hyderabad India – August 2004

But What do Green Building
Councils Do?

• Establish an inspiring mission
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Mission of the USGBC

“The U.S. Green Building Council is the
nation’s foremost coalition of leaders from

across the building industry working to
promote buildings that are environmentally

responsible, profitable and healthy places to
live and work.”

Transform the market!

Drivers for Change

Technological

innovation

Economic buying Markets for Product and Process Innovation, Labelling

Implications power products/services Advertising, Marketing, Tradeable Permits

Social investing Company Public Image, Marketing Profile, Annual Report

Implications power Value Corporate Policy, Structure & Recruitment

work

Environmental voting Federal, State Legislation, Regulation, Code, Tax Credits

Implications power Local Policy Directives, Planning Permits, Public Spending
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But What do Green Building
Councils Do?

• Establish an inspiring mission

• Build a coalition of members from all
stakeholders in Green Building and real
estate

US Membership Growth
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Membership Diversity

Quarter 1 2004 Percentage of USGBC Member Companies by Category

Utilities
1%

Federal Agency
1%

PM: Distributers
1%

SLG: State Government
1%

PF: Commissioning Providers
1%

PF: Interior Designers
1%

PF: Landscape Architects
1%

Real Estate
2%

Other
2%

Educational Institutes
3%

Nonprofit/Environmental 
Organizations

4%

PM: Product Manufacturers
6%

PF: Architects/Engineers
8%

PF: Consultants
10%PF: Engineers

11%

Contractors/Builders
13%

PF: Architects
33%

SLG: Local Government
3%

WWW.usgbc.org
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But What do Green Building
Councils Do?

• Establish an inspiring mission

• Build a coalition of members from all
stakeholders in Green Building and real
estate

• Develop and administer consensus based,
practical tools for environmental
assessement, LEED, Green Stars,
CASBEE, Taiwan GB Rating System

• Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design

• An environmental assessment and
certification tool for buildings

• Distinguishes the best in the market
• Certified, Silver, Gold, Platinum

Certification
• Easily used by policymakers – especially

State & Local Government
Easy to criticize – difficult to replace
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LEED® Committee Volunteers
USGBC Board

LEED Management Committee

LEED Steering Committee

New
Construction

Existing Training
Buildings Faculty

Commercial
Interiors

Core & Codes
Shell Committee

Neighborhood State & Local
Developments Committee

Homes

Technical
Scientific
Advisory
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GBC’s can use any rating systems

• Australia – Green Stars
• Japan – CASBEE
• Spain – VERDE
• (Norway – Okoprofile?)
• (UK – BREEAM?)
• (France – Equer?)
• Canada – LEED under license  +

Green Globes
• India – LEED under license

But What do Green Building
Councils Do?

• Establish an inspiring mission
• Build a coalition of members from all stakeholders

in Green Building and real estate
• Develop and administer consensus based,

practical tools for environmental assessement,
LEED, Green Stars, CASBEE, Taiwan GB Rating
System

• Provide a focus for green building networking,
business, education, advocacy, political influence
- Chapters
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The Chapters

Local Action and Advocacy
US Chapters & Affiliates



16

Greenbuild Conference – Networking USA

WWW.usgbc.org
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But What do Green Building
Councils Do?

• Establish an inspiring mission
• Build a coalition of members from all stakeholders in

Green Building and real estate
• Develop and administer consensus based, practical tools

for environmental assessement, LEED, Green Stars,
CASBEE, Taiwan GB Rating System

• Provide a focus for green building networking, business,
education, advocacy, political influence - Chapters

• Differentiate markets to give Green Building a market
edge

Differentiate the Market

• LEED rated buildings

• LEED Accredited Professionals

• Press, PR and marketing

• Web site – www.usgbc.org
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WWW.usgbc.org

But What do Green Building
Councils Do?

• Establish an inspiring mission
• Build a coalition of members from all stakeholders in

Green Building and real estate
• Develop and administer consensus based, practical tools

for environmental assessement, LEED, Green Stars,
CASBEE, Taiwan GB Rating System

• Provide a focus for green building networking, business,
education, advocacy, political influence - Chapters

• Differentiate markets to give Green Building a market
edge

• Serve the public interest as not-for-profit organization
• Have more fun than anyone else!!
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To Join WGBC

• Check that your mission and objectives
are aligned to those of WGBC

• Check that there is no other group already
active in your country already participating
in WGBC activities – if so, collaborate!?

• Come and find out more by affiliating with
WGBC

• Join as a full member via WGBC web site
(www.worldgbc.org)



21

Conclusion
• Green Building Councils aim to transform construction and real-

estate working in tune with business
• World Green Building Council is a coalition of Green Building

Councils Internationally – started 1999
• Purpose – to assist national GBC’s to get started and progress
• 8 Member Councils – many more forming
• USGBC provides an example –

– Not for profit
– Broad coalition of over 5,000 members
– Chapters
– LEED rating & assessment tool
– LEED training, workshops, professional accreditation program

• Other Green Building Councils similar activities
• Other Green Building Councils use other rating systems – Green

Stars Australia, Taiwan Green Building Rating System, Korean
Green Building Rating System

• Some license LEED from US – Canada, India, (Mexico)


